The Journal of the Thousand Oaks Personal Computer Club

Volume 23, Number 7

Table of Contents

Vendor Presentation for July ........ 1
Upcoming Meetings .......ccoeeuvveeen. 1
Club Officers.....ccccoooviiniiiiiiieenn, 2
General Meetings ....cccccvveeeevvcvvnneen. 2
Your Help Lin€....coooovvviiiieeeee e, 3
Digital Photo SIG News ................. 3
Photo Sharing Even the Folks Can

Handle ..o 4
Back-Ups Made Easy ..................... 6
Scam Alert. ..., 8
Fisheye-Hemi Plug-In.................. 11
Joke of the Month ........................ 12

July 2008

Vendor Presentation for July

Ivan Randall with Geo-tagging will be our guest Presenter at the next TOPCC meeting
on July 24th. If you're not familiar with it, Geo-tagging is the adding of location
information to your digital photos. Y our JPEG files reveal information like the
camera’ s make and model that shot it, the shutter speed, did the flash go off, etc. This
information is stored within the EXIF along with alot of other information. There are
afew fieldswhich arerarely filled — Latitude, Longitude & Elevation, for example.
Geo-tagging your photos adds this information.

With this new data now embedded into the EXIF metadata, your JPEG file now has
amazing new properties/abilities. All that is necessary is having the date and time
synchronized with the PhotoFinder GPS. Y our photos can now be organized on a map,
giving you a new way to look at your photos as well as afun way to share them on
websites like Flickr, Picasa Web Album & more.

For someone who hasn't seen or heard of it, this sounds crazy. lvan says, “I like to
think of it as scrap-booking for men (although the ladies tend to love it t0o).”

Upcoming Meetings
July:

- Video Makers Meeting - Monday, July 21st, Goebel Center, 6:30 p.m.

- General Mesting - Thursday, July 24th, Goebel Center, 6:00 p.m.
August:

- Photo Group Meeting — Monday, August 4th, Goebel Center, 6:00 p.m.

- Video Makers Meeting — Monday, August 18th, Goebel Center, 6:30 p.m.
- General Meseting — Thursday, August 28th, T.O. Library, 6:00 p.m.

Welcome to our Newest Members
Nancy Lehrer, Tony Alirelio

May their knowledge of PCsincrease
exponentially with each meeting they attend.
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Club Officers

Elected Officers

President .......cccoovvveeerenen. Stuart Dreifus
................................... president@topcc.org
VicePresident......cccccooevenenn. Steve Carter
498-8455........... vice_president@topcc.org
Treasurer ...ooceeeeeeeeeeeeeneenn, Chuck Johnson
497-4835.......cccv e treasurer@topcc.org
SECretary .ccovvveeeveereseseseenns Gordon Huff
499-3494 .......ccovcuee. secretary@topcc.org

Steering Committee

Newsletter Publisher ................. Eli Spater
496-8053.......cceeuenee newsl etter @topcc.org
Webmistress.......cccevveene. Leslie Monahan
.............................. webmistress@topcc.org
Program Coordinator ......... Harry Isaman
495-8325.....cceeeee. programs@topcc.org
Softwar e Review Coord........ Bart Koslow
492-3522....ccviienn review#topcc.org
Exec.at Large......ccccoevevuennne Harry Norkin
492-6011.......cocervneee hnorkin@verizon.net

Photo Group

Coordinator ...... Harry Isaman...495-8150
Photo Contests.. Pete Padilla......495-9972
Education.......... Darrel Priebe...368-0816
Field Trips........ Jean Castaing...493-2296

General Meetings
The Club meets every fourth Thursday of the month except Nov. and Dec. During
these two months we meet on the third Thursday at one of two locations below:

Goebel Adult Senior Center Thousand Oaks Library
1385 E. Janss Road, 1401 E. Janss Road,
Thousand Oaks, California Thousand Oaks, California

Jan. 24, 2008-Goebel May 22, 2008- Goebel ~ Sept. 25, 2008- Goebel
Feb. 28, 2008-Goebel ~ June 26, 2008- Goebel  Oct. 23, 2008- Goebel
March 27, 2008-Goebel  July 24, 2008- Goebel ~ Nov. 20, 2008- Goebel
April 24,2008- Goebel  Aug. 28, 2008- Goebel  Dec. 18, 2008- Goebel
Meeting Agenda:
6:00to 7:00pmBasicQ & A
7:00to 7:15 Business (Old & New)
7:15 to 8:45 Main Presentation

Conejo
Creek Park

Creek Park

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

The Thousand Oaks Personal Computer Club Users Group is an independent, not for profit, computer group open to anyone interested in computers. It isnot
affiliated with any business. Our purpose isto serve as an education, scientific, and literary organization designed to enhance computer literacy.

DISCLAIMER:

Neither the Thousand Oaks Personal Computer Club (TOPCC), its officers, board of directors, nor members make any expressed or implied warranties of any kind
with regard to any information or offers disseminated in the Journal via advertisements or articles, including but not limited to warranties of merchantability and/or
fitness for a particular purpose. Opinions provided by Journal articles, or by speakers, members, or guests who address the TOPCC meetings are individual
opinions only, and do not represent the opinions of the TOPCC, its officers, the board of directors, or members. All opinions, information, and advertisements
should be carefully considered by every individual and neither the group, its officers, board of directors, nor members shall in any respect be held responsible for
nor be liable for any and all incidental or consequential damages in connection with or arising out of the furnishing or use of any information, advertisements, or
opinions provided by or through the Thousand Oaks Personal Computer Club.

The Thousand Oaks Personal Computer Club Journal isa monthly publication of the Thousand Oaks Personal Computer Club. Subscriptions areincluded in the
cost of membership. Reproduction of any material herein by any meansis expressly prohibited unless written permission is granted, except that other user groups
may reprint non-copyrighted articles, provided credit is given to the author and the publication.
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Your Help Line

Help Line Members Needed

I:I m’ wmunL FII-ZFI-ZI-'IEHIEE DESK I:!

Are you willing to offer your fellow members some assistance?

If you wish to become a HEL P line member, please submit the program(s) you are willing to assist with, the hours you are available,
and your telephone number. Our members will appreciate your contribution. For further information call Eli Spater at (805) 496-8053.

Ed Allen (805) 794-3338 or surfguy@roadrunner.com, will make every effort to help you with any of your software or hardware

problems.

Chuck Johnson (805) 497-4835 or chukybaby@aol.com, can help on the following: Quicken, Norton Utilities, Windows, Office 97,

Smartsuite and can be called most times.

Bart Kodow (805) 492-3522 or bart@koslow.net can help with Hardware, System Suite, Quicken, Windows XP, Home or eBay.

Digital Photo SIG
News

Elections

The digital Photo special interest group
will be holding elections for the offices of
chairman, vice chairman, and secretary.
Nominations will be held during August
and the election will take place during the
September meeting. Any person wishing
to volunteer for any of these offices may
nominate themsel ves by email to Karen
Warren (hkwarren@juno.com) or by
speaking up at the August meeting.

July Photo Group meeting
notes
By Peggy Roosa

Harry called the PG meeting to order at
7pm and greeted all the guests. He then
conducted a brief survey of non Adobe

users which there were atotaled of 5.

On July 24th at the computer club general
meeting Ivan Randal that evening’s
presenter will introduce to new product
from Marax — a device which encodes
GPS information to jpg files. Harry
invited PG member to come and hear the
presentation. He will send out a special
announcement later.

Pete Padillaindicated that Pat Baumstart
was at our meeting to collect photos and
applications for the Ventura County Fair
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Meels 1st Monday of the month at the Brimhall Library Janss Road at I-Ilghway 23

photo contest. Pete announced that the
New Arts Contest at TO Community
Gallery in Newbury Park was starting for
just photography. There were 6 of the
contestants here at our meeting. On
Sunday 6th from 3to 5pm is a reception.
All of our members areinvited. Prizes
will be handed out at that time. The
Display will be open thru thel5th.

Guest presenters were introduced: Chip
Festa (owner) and JC Pineda (Agura Hills
manager) from Graphaids art supply
stores described company services. New
services and custom framing are being
implemented in their Agora store. They
had discount cards for our members and
indicated that their stores were open daily.

Our second annual picnic is being planned
for September. There will be games and
door prizesfor the attendees. Pete needs
more raffle prizes than he had last year.
He will email the date.

Darrel continued his educational program
—introducing a new program called
Digital Photo Composition Challenge. He
and Lee Agnew made the presentation.
Thisprogramis not atraditional contest.
Thefirst of a2 month cycle will start Aug

http://topcc.org/

4th The first month will be an
educational presentation and the second
month will have the challenge. The first
session example of the program was
presented with a theme of leading lines.
The purpose of this educational program
was to demonstrate how leading lines
must draw you into the picture. Darrel
and L ee ran through several examples of
effectual and ineffectual leading lines
photos.

To get involved, bring in one photo on a
flash drive or email it to Darrel. Thiswill
earn credits towards merit awards.
Criteria— effective use of monthly
compositional element and to impact
creativity artistic skill and technical
quality. The rules for this educational
program will be posted on our Y ahoo site.
There are no limits to when your photo
was taken or the subject matter, but must
include the monthly compositional
element. EXCEPTIONS are family
oriented, non commercia and non major
award winner elsewhere. Winnerswill be
published in our monthly news letter. Be
sure to send your photo at least 2 days
ahead of the meeting in jpg format. The
resolution is 100ppi - 1024x768.
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Computer club past president Karen
Warren described a new phase for our
Photo Group: Because our Group is
becoming large, TOPCC will implement
the following: Leadership — choose 3
people. A Chairman in charge of running
meetings, a Vice Chairman and a
Secretary to take minutes. Thisisthe first
exposure for anumber of members.
Formal nominates for these offices will
take place at our August and September
meetings . Let it be known if you are
interested. At the September meeting a
formal election will be held.

The SIG Steering committee meets on the
3rd Tues of month at the Goebel Center.
We must have interested people for
chairmen of photo contests, education,
field trips, and etc. These people will
determine activities, budgetary items, etc.
Nominees will have a chance to accept or
decline. If not present when nominated,
Karen will follow up and verify herself.
Self nominations are encouraged. There
isaone year commitment. Steering
committee meetings attendance is open to
all members and are encouraged to be
involved.

Jeanie our Field Trip coordinator stated
that the Huntington Library trip had been
postponed due to summer heat. The next
trip will beto the LA zoo on July12th.
An August trip is the rodeo at the Ventura
County Fair grounds. Upcoming trip
datesin September are Disney Center and
Olivera Street/Union Center in downtown
LA.

Lee Agnew introduced Allen Addelstein
owner of American Recorder located in
Simi. Alan demonstrated FotoStudio in a
box, aall-in-one-solution. For good
product photo shots, use the SIB180. He
also described upgrades from previous
models, Digital sensor cleaners, co2
dusters, microfiber wipes, medium priced
tripods, and etc..
Www.americanrecorder.com

Darrel then presented another one of his
Photoshop Basic Skills Lesson (series.
Request for Photoshop Elements. He will
include basic technique for preparing
photos for photo contest/challenge.
Darrel also demonstrated the Faststone
Image Viewer. Photo reduction,
preparation for submission and rename.
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Then a comparison of these capable
programs to Advanced Adobe Photoshop.
If you email Darrel, he will send afile
with photos showing every step along the
way, so taking notes was not necessary..
Robert Vigne and Pete Padillajudged the
contest and the results were:

Beginner Level:

- 1st place Milton Morris
- 2nd place Robert Vigne
- 3rd place Milt Morris

Advanced level:

- 1gt place Pete Padilla

- 2nd place, Jerry Koenig

- 3rd place, Jerry Koenig
Creative Arts:

- 1st place Peter Baca
- 2nd place Peter Scifres
- 3rd place Lee Agnew

Financial awards were donated by
Graphaid for the winners and will be
presented at our August 4th meeting.

Our September 8th Photo contest subject
is“Veggies'. Photo contest rules were
available on the back table.

Steve Roosa and Lee Agnew critiqued the
winning photos

Mike Sugar indicated that if you want
your non-winning picture critiqued, come
to hisbasic digital cameraclass. He will
post the schedule date on the Web site.
Bring a photo that you’ ve taken and don’t
know what’s wrong with it, etc...

The next Photo Group meeting is Aug
4th.

Photo Sharing Even
the Folks Can Handle

by David Pogue

Receptiveness to new technol ogies often
seems related to age. For example, more
13-year-olds than 63-year-olds understand
phrases like “Waz ~?" and “N2MH.” (In
case you're over 13, those expressions are
cellphonese for, “What’sup?’ and “Not
too much here.”)

So it was with pride that | watched my
parents “get” the magic of digital
photography after our family reunion last
summer. On the final night, | treated them
to alaptop slide show of our week
together. They dug it.

So much, in fact, that my mom asked if |
could make her some prints.

| smiled confidently. Here, | thought, was
an opportunity to lead my folks even
further into the modern realm. The Web is
crawling with sites that are designed for
sharing photos and ordering prints of
them.

| posted mine on Flickr.com, the biggest
of them all. | told Mom to peruse the
pictures and click Order Prints for each
one she wanted on paper.

Unfortunately, Flickr was the wrong tool
for that job. The terminology is confusing
— quick, what' s the difference between a
Photo Group, a Photo Set and a Photo
Stream? Worsg, it takes seven mouse
clicks, two pop-up menus and two dialog
boxes to order one print of one photo. My
mom wound up spending hours on what

Recycle your cartridges (Inkjet or Laser), and help your computer club at the same

time!

During the general meeting each month, we will be happy to collect any cartridges

you may be thinking of disposing of.

Please bring them and |eave them at the front table. The sale of these cartridges
will help support your club. All assistance will be greatly appreciated!

http://topcc.org/
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should have been a 10-minute job.

A lot of families are gathering at thistime
of year — for graduations, picnics and
barbecues. Maybe, by seeking a better
photo-sharing site, | could spare other
families the exasperation | put my mom
through.

My dream photo site would be free;
would impose no limits on photo size or
quantity; would let you order a print with
just one click; and would let you pick up
the prints at alocal drugstore instead of
waiting for the mail.

(Some of these sites require you to upload
one picture at atime, whichislike
mowing your lawn with toenail clippers.
Therefore, my origina wish list also
included, “Must offer a mass-uploading
program.” But then Zach, my 16-year-old
intern, told me that “everyone” just uses
PictureSync, afree, elegant, effortless
program that can batch-upload photos to
any sharing service. Nice. It's at
picturesync.net.)

After examining eight free photo-sharing
sites, | discovered that each specializesin
adifferent area. In other words, Flickr's
clumsiness as a peruse-then-print store
wasn’'t necessarily its fault; it was mine,
for misunderstanding its talents.

Here' s arundown.

FLICKR.COM With 525 million photos
posted so far, Flickr may be the largest
photo site. But its strengths are social
interaction and personal expression, like a
visual blog. For example, 75 percent of
Flickr photos have been made available
for public browsing, commenting,
downloading and subscribing. (On many
rival sites, you couldn’t make your photos
public if you wanted to.)

Flickr's Groups concept lets complete
strangers collaborate on theme-related
collections. There are 300,000 such
groups on Flickr: collections of Nikon
photos, of macro (superclose-up) photos,
and so on. (For areally good time, click
the Groups tab and search for “stick
figuresin peril.”)

SHUTTERFLY.COM This serviceisfree,
all right, and it offers unlimited storage.
The dlide shows are attractive, complete
with crossfades and speed control. Y ou
can retouch photos, crop them, add
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borders and otherwise get them ready for
ordering prints. Ason Flickr, other
members can submit their own photos to
themed “collections’ that you establish.

And, lordy, does this site make ordering
prints easy. In fact, selling prints— and
calendars, photo books, jewelry, greeting
cards and so on — is Shutterfly’ sreal
mission; sharing photos online seemsto
be only an afterthought.

For example, you can view the thumbnails
of only 12 photos at atime, no matter how
big the browser window. Similarly,
Shutterfly imposes a maximum photo-
viewing size, and it’s not so big.

Finally, the public can’t view your photos
— only people you invite can. That could
be good or bad, depending on your point
of view.

WEBSHOTS.COM This site isa hybrid
of Flickr (public photos, comments,
search box); Shutterfly (order prints,
luggage tags, magnets, books); and Times
Square (the free account is cluttered with
ads). Webshots also caps your free storage
at 1,000 photos, alimit that goes up by
100 for each month that you' re a member.
Ason most of the services here, some
limitations go away if you upgrade your
account for $25 a year.

Webshots' specialty is sharing photos
online; handy buttons et you send a photo
by e-mail, link to it on your Web site,
share it on Facebook.com and so on. The
dlide shows are awesome, compl ete with
subtle zooming and panning — and you
can link to or e-mail the slide shows, too.

Unfortunately, you can't just flag each
photo for printing asit goes by. Y ou must
enter a special print-ordering mode,
several pages deep, and choose from tiny
thumbnails.

KODAKGALLERY.COM Kodak Gallery
(formerly Ofoto.com) follows the
Shutterfly model. It lays the gift-ordering
features on thick, and is restrictive about
photo sharing; for example, you can’t
share with the public.

On the other hand, you can pick up your
prints an hour after ordering them at a
CV S drugstore (although you pay 23
cents each instead of Kodak’s 15). Flickr,
Shutterfly and Snapfish also offer local
pickup — at Target, for example.

http://topcc.org/

Over all, both Shutterfly and
KodakGallery are terrific. Note, though,
that Kodak doesn’t let your pals download
the full-resolution photos (to print at
home, for example) unless you upgrade to
the $25-a-year plan.
PHOTOBUCKET.COM Photobucket
stands out because it accommodates
videos and Flash animations, not just
photos. And you can embed your photos
onto your pages at MySpace, Blogger,
Friendster, Facebook and so on, which
makes Photobucket even more Web-wired
than Webshots.

Cheapskates like me, however, will be put
off by the crushing limits of the free
account. Y ou can't post any photo larger
than 1,024-by-768 pixels (smaller than 1
megapixel); there’ s a one-gigabyte
storage ceiling; and no dlide show can
contain more than 10 pictures. Y ou can do
much better.

PICASA WEB ALBUMS
(photos.google.com) Who knew that
Google has its own photo-sharing site?
(Then again, what kind of site doesn’t
Google offer these days?)

Picasa Web Albumsis ad-free, simpleto
use and loaded with powerful features.
For example, you can upload your photos
to it directly from iPhoto (on the Mac) or
Picasa (on Windows). And one click
generates the necessary HTML codes to
embed a photo or an entire slide show into
your own Web site — sweet.

Y ou're offered three thumbnail sizes
when working with your albums. Y ou can
reorder the photosin an album or dide
show just by dragging them. Slide shows
are stunning and nearly full screen. You
can order a print with one click; you can
download the full-resolution originals;
and both public sharing and commenting
are available.

The only weirdness is that Google hands
off printing to either Shutterfly or
something called PhotoWorks (your
choice). That'sthe only part of this
service that doesn’t feel utterly seamless.

YAHOO PHOTOS (photos.yahoo.com)
Yes! Yes! Thisone' sfree, it's unlimited,
it's got both public and private photo
sharing, you can edit the pictures, and
your audience can rate, tag or add

July 2008




6 Journal of the Thousand Oaks Personal Computer Club

comments to your photos. Slide shows are
big and clear, and — yes! — there'sa
one-click Order Print button.

Unfortunately, Y ahoo Photosis about to
shut down. Having bought Flickr,

Y ahoo’ s executives figured there’ s no
sensein running rival sites.

No! No!

SNAPFISH.COM Now we're talking.
One click begins a dide show, complete
with speed dlider, background-color
control and arelatively huge photo size.
Moms, dads and grads can flag the shots
worth printing with a single click.

All the usual goodies are here: electronic
sharing with family (although not with the
public); editing and cropping tools; and a
catalog of photo prints, posters, mugs and
decks of cards. All of it is designed
simply and clearly, making it impossible
to get lost.

There are paid subscription options — to
upload videos, for example — but the free
account is everything a family shutterbug
could desire. Storage is unlimited if you
order something once a year.

The bottom line. Next time my mother
wants to review my photos on the screen
and order prints with one click, I'll use
Snapfish or Kodak Gallery. And next time
| just want my friends to be able to see
and grab copies of my pictures online, I'll
use Picasa Web Albums.

All three of these services are free, devoid
of advertising, quick and technologically
foolproof — no matter how old you are.

Back-Ups Made Easy

A new solution for an old problem

By Carey Holzman

Co-host: www.computeramerica.com
www.careyholzman.com
Carey(at)Computer America.com

(Obtained from APCUG with the author's
permission for publication by APCUG
member groups.)

By now you®e probably well aware of the
importance of making copies of your
valuable data (referred to as ®acking-up®
Y ou®e probably read numerous articles
about ways to back-up your data and
prevent disaster. The problem is, most
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advice offered on this subject is not truly
complete and many of the ®olutions©
offered are expensive and time
consuming.

There are numerous ways you can lose
your datain spite of backing-up regularly.
How you back-up, what you back-up,
when you back-up and where you store
your back-up are just a few important
variables that come into play on that
miserable day that you require it.

Still, that®better than eight out of ten
customers that approach me for PC
repairs who do not have any kind of back-
up. After al, any form of back-up is better
than no back-up...but just barely.

First it®@important that you understand the
existing problems with the back-ups most
people create.

1) External hard drives:

There are many problems with backing up
your important data to an external hard
drive. Since most people keep their
external hard drives next to, or in the
same building, as their computer, any fire
or flood will render both the PC and back-
up useless. Also, if you are avictim of
theft, the crook now has all of your data,
and it® probably not encrypted or
protected in any way on your PC or your
back-up device. Since your back-up
deviceisaso ahard disk drive, thereisa
good possibility that it will fail and need
to be replaced. Ironic since that it what
you are protecting your data from. If you
always leave your external hard drive
hooked up to your PC for automated
back-ups, then it is prone to viruses and
other malware that may cause the loss of
data that you are attempting to protect
yourself from! Then there®the high cost
of around $150 for these devices.

2) Internal hard drivesRAID:

Some people have a secondary hard drive
or partition in their computer and simply
back-up from one disk to the other. Here
again, viruses and malware will render
both drives useless at the same time.
Fires, floods and thefts also |eave you
with no back-up source. This back-up is
only useful if your internal hard drive
fails. But as you can already see, hard
drive failureis not the sole cause of data
loss. Also, aRAID MIRROR (where one
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drive constantly mirrors what the other
driveis doing) will not help if you
accidentally delete afile. The RAID
MIRROR will simultaneously delete that
file at the sametime.

3) Driveimages:

Some people believe an image or €lone®
of their entire hard drive onto an external
drive or DVD isagood back-up, but it®
not. If your computer has a serious
component failure, such as a motherboard,
or if your computer isstolen or lost ina
fire or flood, you® have to replaceit.
Once you restore your drive image, your
new motherboard will most likely require
different hardware drivers and Windows
will most likely not start. All you® get is
the Blue Screen of Death. Sure, your data
istheoretically fine and well, it®just too
bad you can®get to it. Because full
images copy everything on your hard
disk, they tend to be very time consuming
and, as aresult, are not done often enough
to be current.

4) Flash Drives:

Flash drives are more reliable than CDs,
DVDs or external/internal hard drives, but
they are very slow and very limited. Flash
drives are also prone to theft and being
misplaced. Most people do not encrypt
their data and, as aresult, may have
inadvertently just given some stranger all
of their personal data simply because the
flash drive fell out of their pocket
somewhere or they can®remember where
they left it.

5) Tapedrives:

Serioudy? Does any consumer still use
tape? Next to the floppy drive, it®©the
most unreliable way to back-up data and
tape drives require a special reader and
software to restore the data. In case of
dataloss, just get your back-up tape,
reinstall Windows, reinstall your tape
back-up device, reinstall your tape back-
up software and then you can start to
restore your data. That is, the data not
damaged on the tape.

What's L eft?

Why will you need a back-up? What will
happen? Will your hard drive fail? Will
your PC be stolen or will your PC just
stop working one day? Will you be
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involved in atheft? An earthquake? A
fire? A hurricane? A flood?

We can't answer those questions without
atime machine, but we do know that even
in the best of circumstances, al hard
drives eventually fail. It®not a question
of "IF" but aquestion of "WHEN?"

If you only have one hard drive, then you
only have one hard drive that can fail.
Backing-up your data to another drive
doubles your chances of experiencing a
hard drive failure in addition to not
guaranteeing your data will be there when
you need it for the reasons listed above.

We also know that most dataiis
irreplaceable. Whether it®a database of
your customers, your personal finance,
photos from your vacations or of family
and friends, your music collection, your
email, favorites and address book, once
it®gone, it®gone.

Hard drive data extraction services can
help recover datafrom afailed hard drive
and even hard drives damaged by flood or
fire. Expect to spend $800 - $2500 and
expect to wait from two to four weeks
with no guarantee which or how much
data can be recovered.

Say Hello To My Little Friend!

| wear alot of hats as a computer talk
show host, author, instructor, technician
and business owner. | like to think that
being a consumer advocate is a hat that
firmly sits upon all the others. If you®e
familiar with any of my work, then you@e
well aware of my passion for free and
helpful software and services. However,
very rarely aproduct comes along that is
not free, but is still such abargain | am
compelled to write about it.

Allow me to introduce you
Carbonite.com. Carbonite is asmall,
downloadable application for Windows
XPand Vista (Mac version coming soon)
that uses your high-speed Internet
connection to automatically upload your
selected data securely, off-siteand in
background.

For $49.95 ayear, Carbonite offers
UNLIMITED storage space. That®right,
you can store as much data as you want.
Installation is quick and easy. Carbonite's
online backup service starts automatically
and works quietly and continuously in the
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background while your
computer is on and
connected to the Internet.. If
you've accidentally erased
something, don’t worry;
you can restore deleted files
with just afew clicks on
your PC. If your PC
crashes, just visit their
website to recover your lost
files.

Your datais stored safely -
No one can see your data
but you because your files

CARBONITE cccus tor everyone.

Slahs

FFEY %
Initial backep © progress

G Computer America'\ 200 NI4Z022 mpd

Yoaw backup contains:  S0SHF WB (5721 files)

Awaiting bac kup EXXS ME (110 fles)

Vum

are encrypted twice before
they leave your computer
using a combination of encryption
techniques similar to those used by online
banks and financial ingtitutions.

Carbonite online back-up software is
always looking for new or recently
changed files on your PC. The moment
you add or modify files, Carbonite swings
into action. Whenever your PCis
connected to the Internet (at home, the
office, ahotel or airport, etc...) Carbonite
automatically and continually backs-up all
your files (but not system files or
applications by default.). And it will never
slow down your PC or Internet
connection.

Once you install Carbonite, smply tell it
what you want backed-up and you never
have to think about it again. Set it and
forget it. It®not loaded with tons of bells,
whistles and features because it's
designed to be simple and do just one
very important thing: keep your data safe.

Carbonite offers afree 15-day trial and no
credit card isrequired to take advantage
of the free offer. Asif that wasn®enough,
| have a secret for you: Use the code word
"AMERICA" and your 15-day freetrial is
extended to 30 days! If you chooseto
purchase a year of Carbonite service, the
code word will also extend your
subscription an additional two months at
no additional charge!

IsThis A Paid Advertisement?
Whenever | get passionate about a
product that is free, no one asks me if |
am being paid to promote it. | see

customers everyday who lose data due to
unforeseen circumstances and lack of a

http://topcc.org/

proper back-up. | like Carbonite.com and
| useit myself. In fact, it®running and
backing-up my data, securely and off-site,
as| typethis! | like this product so much,
|@e asked the folks at Carbonite to
sponsor my radio show and to offer our
listeners and readers a discount to help
encourage proper, secure, automated, off-
site back-ups.

Skeptical? Try it for yourself, free for 30-
days! Read more about how Carbonite
works here.

Most people with high-speed Internet
connections barely use them. Since your
Internet Service Provider is charging you
the same, regardless of how much or how
often you use it, why not take advantage
of that and utilize your unused bandwidth
for backing-up your valuable data?

| welcome your comments and feedback
concerning back-ups and this article.

Carey Holzman is the co-host of the
nation's longest running, nationally
syndicated radio talk show on computers,
Computer America. Computer America
airs Monday through Friday, 7pmto 9pm
Pacific time, 10pm to midnight Eastern.
To find a station near you or listen online,
visit http://www.computeramerica.com

Carey is also the author of The Healthy
PC, published by McGraw-Hill andisa
freelance writer for numerous web-sites
and computer-related publications.

This article has been provided to APCUG
by the author solely for publication by
APCUG member groups. All other uses
require the permission of the author (see
e-mail address above).

July 2008




8 Journal of the Thousand Oaks Personal Computer Club

Scam Alert
by Don Singleton
(Article courtesy of APCUG. Thisarticle had to be shortened to

fit in this newdetter. The full article can be found at
http: //reports.apcug.org/2008qg3/28.htm)

The first scam supposedly is from service@bankofamerica.com
Subject: Account update failure
Security Update Alert

Your primary Information for Bank of America Online
Banking Need To Update.

.replbg{width: 100%}
Bank Of America is constantly working to increase security for

all Online Banking Customers. To ensure the integrity of our
online payment system, we periodically review accounts.

Your account might be place on restricted status. Restricted
accounts continue to receive payments, but they are limited in
their ability to send or withdraw funds.

To lift up this restriction, you have to complete our verification
process. You must confirm your credit card details and your
billing information as well. All restricted accounts have their
billing information unconfirmed, meaning that you may no
longer send money from your account until you have updated
your billing information on records. To initiate the update
confirmation process

Please follow the link below and fill in the necessary
requirements: here

Thank you for your patience as we work together to protect
your account.

If I clicked on their link it would have taken me to:
http://www.a2zkenya.com/clients/bankofamerica/

Thisisthefirst of these | have gotten for abank where | really
have an account. They were alittle sloppy with the “.replbq
{width:100%} " ,and in their graphics the email has a broken link.

They are also alittle doppy with security, because
http://www.a2zkenya.com/ gives access to:
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Selecting clients gives

And | was even able to delete arecord

Going to http://www.a2zkenya.com/clients/bankofamerica/ does
give something which could be a Bank of Americasite:

Except since | am a customer of Bank of America, | know their
real site lookslike

and they ask for the passcode on a separate page, after displaying
a specific graphic | selected earlier (the page down button). |
could have selected many other graphics, but Page Down was the
first computer related one | saw.
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From Revd. Fr.Peter Clark

Office Of Revd.Fr Peter Clark

Director Special Duties,United Nations Organisation
In Conjunction With The International Monetary Fund
World Bank Fact-Finding & Special Duties Office
London UK.

TEL: +447045711839.

Dear Friend.

| am Rev. Fr.Peter Clark. A senior staff with the World Bank
fact finding & special duties office.... to bring out part of your
total pending payment with reference number (LM-05-371)
amounting to US$10 million. Why we did thisis because
according to information gathered from the bank’ s/security
computer, you have been waiting for a long time to receive this
payment without success. As| found out that you have almost
met all the statutory requirementsin respect of your pending
payment....

After all arrangements we have concluded that you must
donate Five Hundred Thousand United Sates dollars
(US$500,000.00) to any charity organisation | designate as
soon as you receive your money. To this effect, you will send to
us a promissory note for the donation along with your address
where you will like the box to be delivered to by courier.
Please maintain topmost secrecy as it may cause a lot of
problems if found out that we are using this way to help you.
You are advised not inform anyone about this until you
received your money. Am helping you on this because
something in me istells me that you are an honest person.
When you conclude this and you send our promise, we will
help to ship the final part of your money to you.

May God be with you as | wait for your response either
through Fax or Email: Fedl freeto call meif you will like usto
discuses more on this

TEL: +447045711839.

Yours Faithfully
Revd. Fr.Peter Clark
Director, Special Duties. UNO/WBF.

The actual email was at least twice thislong, but | have deleted
much of it for thisarticle.

First, let ustake alook at the address: revdfatherclark@urdun.cc.
CC is Cocos (Kedling) Idands, idands in the Indian Ocean, about
half way from Australiato Sri Lanka. That is pretty far from
London, where Revd. Fr. Peter Clark said he was.

But just look at opportunity. | am going to get $10 million and |
only have to donate half a million, and then only once | get the
money. But now | need to send a promissory note for the $500K,
which isa contract detailing the terms of a promise by one party
(the maker) to pay a sum of money to the other (the payee). Want
to guess what the chances are that | will get the box with the $10
Million?

A little less than the chance that pigs can fly.
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ONLINE NOTIFICATION UNIT.REFERENCE NUMBER:
UKL/478593G9/19,BATCH NUMBER:

01/209/AD16G, TICKET NUMBER: 112-4540-525-106,0UR
REF: 12190/14

Dear Winner,

We happily announce to you the results of draw of the UK
NATIONAL LOTTERY (MEGA PROMO OF THE YEAR),
Online Sweepstakes I nternational program held on 6th
January, 2008.You have therefore been approved to claima
total sum of £789,000.00 in cash form our european payment
center, Find below contact details of your fiduciary agent, And
contact him immediately for more information about your
winnings.

Official: Mr.GRAY BILL

Email: uknational _claimsagent16@yahoo.dk

Tel: +44 701 113 2519

Yours Truly,
Sir. Kevin Harsh.
Co-ordinator(Online Promo Programme).

Boy that isalot of money | won, and | don’t even remember
buying aticket. Maybe Revd. Fr. Peter Clark bought it for me.

But if it isthe UK National Lottery, why do they have a yahoo
addressin Denmark (DK)? Maybe | didn’t really win after all.

From Mrs.Juliet cole Art Uk.

BE OUR REPRESENTATIVE.

From Mrs. JULIET COLE

553 East Trent Blvd.,

North London

London, UK.

EMAIL : julietcoleartworld@gmail.com

Hello Friend,

.... | amlooking for a representative in UNITED STATES OF
AMERIC USA, | have a job offer that will earn you $2,500.00
every week, this job offer will not stop you from your daily job,
and the job offer isthus:

Does she realize that United States of America (with an A at the
end) iswhat USA means.

All my customers are AMERICANS, and they all want to pay
me with Cashiers Check,money order,traveler check and chase
check, and it is always very hard from me to cash the check
herein London United Kingdom UK, because the British
Government does not permit the usage of check herein United
Kingdom UK.

That isfoolish. Checksin dollars can be procssed by any large
bank, and London has plenty of them.

So therefore | decided to search for a reliable and honest
person in AMERICA to help me in cashing the checks and send
me physical cash herein London UK.
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Actually you will have more problems sending cash than checks
or wire transfers.

Noticel!!! Get back to with this below email address: EMAIL :
julietcoleartworld@gmail.com ....

JULIET COLE

Director of Mrs. JULIET ART WORLD INC,
London, United Kingdom.

EMAIL : julietcoleartworld@hotmail.com

Supposedly this offer of ajob came from
julietcoleartoffice@art.org, and yet she indicates
julietcoleartworld@gmail.com AND
julietcoleartworld@hotmail.com as email addresses. Does this
sound a bit strange?

Dear MidAmerica Bank client,

You have received this email because you or someone had
used your account from different locations. For security
purpose, we are required to open an investigation into this
matter.

In order to safeguard your account, we require that you
confirmyour banking details.

To help speed up to this process, please access the following
link so we ca complete the verification of your MidAmerica
Bank Online Banking Account registration information.

http: //mwww.midamericabank.com/my_accounts/default.asp

If we do no receive the appropriate account verification within
24 hours, then we will assume this MidAmerica Bank account
is fraudulent and will be suspended.

The purpose of this verification isto ensure that your bank
account has not been fraudulently used and to combat the
fraud from our community. We appreciate your support and
under standing and thank you for your prompt attention to this
matter.

But the link is not midamericabank.com, it is
http://pc09.tcjh.che.edu.tw/icong.../midamericabank.com/my_ac
counts/default/ind ex.php which isin a school in Taiwan. | doubt
if MidAmerica Bank is hiring them to handle their online
security, and | would tell them about thisif | had an account
there, which | don't.

Dear Hotmail & Yahoo & Google Customer

During our regular update and verification of the Internet
Mailling Accounts, we could not verify your current
information. It has been changed or incomplete, as a result
your access to use our services has been limited. Please update
your information.

To update your account information and start using our
services please click on the link below:

It isa very important and serious to reactivate your account,
or it will delete after three days

Press Here To Reactivate Your Account

Note: Requests for information will be initiated by Hotmail &
Yahoo & Google Development, this process can not be
externally requested through Customer Support.

Thisis an automatic message. Please do not reply.

If | click on thelink it does not take me to hotmail.com, but
rather to http://c99y.com/hotmail/

But it looks alot like Hotmail

But what do we get if we just go to http://c99y.com/?

Looks like a hacker site. Letsclick in one of the links.

They al ask meto logon in what appears to be Arabic.
http://www.ip2location.conm/ says they are in Egypt. | wonder
what they would do with my email address if they were able to
takeit over. | thought it was interesting enough that | went to
https://tips.fbi.gov/ and suggested:

| got email trying to steal hotmail accounts by directing meto
http://c99y.com/hotmail/, but the rest of the site is a hacker site
with ARABIC prompts. It might be useful to create some
accounts and let it steal them, and then monitor what they do
with them.

| bet Homeland Security would be interested. Of course they
would never tell me, (I have never hard back from the FBI when
| reported things to them), but at least | try to do my part to help.
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Fisheye-Hemi Plug-In
by Neil Longmuir,Imaging S G Laeder,
Winnipeg PC User Group Inc., Canada
WWW.WPCUSI grp.org

The Fisheye-Hemi Photoshop plug-in
from Image Trends Inc. corrects
distortions present in fisheye lens images.
Thisisaterrific plug-in filter that retains
more of the original image resolution
allowing the end user to display the
original composition as seen through the
viewfinder when the image was taken.
The Fisheye-Hemi plug-in package
contains three plug-ins that support awide
variety of camera and lens combinations.
The plug-in options are: Circle; Full
frame; and Cropped.

Fisheye LensHistory

In photography, a fisheye lensis defined
as awide-angle lens that takes in an
extremely wide 180 degree angle. Fisheye
lens were originally developed for usein
astronomy and were called "whole-sky
lenses." Fisheye lenses became popular in
the late 1960©for general photography
because of their unique distorted image
appearance. Photographers often used
fisheye lenses for taking broad landscapes
to suggest the curve of the earth. Another
very popular use of fisheye lenses wasto
photograph the interiors of churches.

As fisheye lenses became more popular in
general photography, the major camera
companies began to manufacture fisheye
lenses to cover the entire 35 mm film
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frame. The first full-frame mass produced
fisheye lens was the 16 mm made by
Nikon in the late 1960s. The focal length
of fisheye lenses made for the 35 mm film
format typically are between 8 mm and 10
mm for circular lenses, and 15-16 mm for
full-frame lenses. All the major camera
manufacturers have fisheye lenses
available for their cameras.

All ultra-wide angle lenses display some
of distortion, although the latest computer
designed and produced wide angle lenses
have significantly less distortion than their
older versions. Ultra-wide angle distortion
can be corrected for moderately wide
angles of view. On the other hand,
rectilinear ultra-wide angle lenses with
angles of view greater than 90 degrees are
more difficult to design.

Thefirst fisheye lenses to be devel oped
were circular. These lenses took in a 180-
degree angle and projected this angle was
projected as acircle on to the film frame.
Some of the early circular fisheye lenses
were used in orthographic projection
models for scientific applications.

The test images used in this review were
taken with a Nikon D200 and the 10.5
mm 2.8 ED AF DX Nikon fisheye lens.
Thislensisan example of acropped
fisheye lens designed to be used with the
APS sensors of digital cameras.

Actual Use of the Fisheye-Hemi plug-in
The Fisheye-Hemi plug-inisfully
automatic and requires no end user

intervention. The fisheye image used for
this demonstration is the construction site
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of the new Manitoba Hydro office tower
building being built in downtown
Winnipeg, Manitoba. The construction
siteisafull city block.

| choose Fisheye-Hemi 3 (Cropped) to
correct the image shown in figure 1. With
this particular lens the full frame and
cropped plug-in produced virtualy the
same after image. The only slight
difference was the cropped plug-in
produced a street that was less distorted.
In the before image shown in Figure 1 the
lines of the building are curved due to
fisheye lens distortion. Figure 2 shows the
image after applying Fisheye-Hemi (full
frame) plug-in.

The Fisheye-Hemi plug-in costs $29 US.
Be sure to visit www.imagetrendsinc.com
and download the tria version. The plug-
in works like a charm producing a very
useable image without losing any visible
resolution. Prints made from this image
were clean and crisp with excellent
sharpness. If you have a fisheye lens, then
this plug-inis amust have.

Neil’srating ***** plusa

Contact: Image Trends Inc.
1-512- 637 —-7300
www.imagetrendsinc.com

Note: | would like to thank Don’ s Photo
for the use of the Nikon 10.5 mm fisheye
lens to take the images used for this
review. | would also like to thank the kind
folks at Image Trends Inc. for providing
me a copy of the Fisheye-Hemi plug-in.
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Joke of the Month

Zen and Contemporary Wisdom

1. Do not wak behind me, for | may
not lead. Do not walk ahead of
me, for | may not follow. Do not
walk beside me, either. Just |leave
me the hell alone.

2. Thejourney of athousand miles
begins with a broken fan belt and
aleaky tire.

3. It®@aways darkest before dawn.
So if you®e going to steal your
nei ghbor®newspaper, that®the
timeto doit.

4. Alwaysremember you@e unique.
Just like everyone else.

5. Never test the depth of the water
with both feet.

6.

10.

11.

12.

If you think nobody caresif you®e
alive, try missing a couple of car
payments.

Before you criticize someone, you
should walk amilein their shoes.
That way, when you criticize
them, you®e a mile away and you
have their shoes.

If at first you don®succeed,
skydiving is not for you.

Give aman afish and he will eat
for aday. Teach him how to fish
and hewill sitin aboat drinking
beer all day.

If you lend someone $20 and
never see that person again, it was
probably worth it.

If you tell the truth, you don®
have to remember anything.

Some days you are the bug, some
days you are the windshield.

P.O. Box 6981

Thousand Oaks, CA 91359-6981

Thousand Oaks Personal Computer Club
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M Bar of

13.

14.

15.
16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

Good judgment comes from bad
experience, and alot of that
comes from bad judgment.

The quickest way to double your
money isto fold it in half and put
it back in your pocket.

A closed mouth gathers no foot.
Duct tapeislike the Force. It has
alight side adark side, and it
holds the universe together.
There are two theoriesto arguing
with women. Neither one works.
Generally speaking, you aren®
learning much when your lips are
moving.

Experience is something you don®
get until just after you need it.
Never miss agood chance to shut
up.

Y our renewal date islocated on the top of your address |abel.
Do not forget to renew at the proper time!




